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The Office (BBC, UK), "Gareth's Stapler" and "Gareth Keenan - Team Leader" 

Introduction 

1) How well do you get on with your workmates? 

2) What's the difference between the following synonyms: workmates, colleagues and co-workers? 

3) Make a note of five problems you could have with your fellow workers and then talk about if you have had this 

problem or not. 

Problem Do you have experience of this √ or × ? 

1. 
 
 

 

2. 
 
 

 

3. 
 
 

 

4. 
 
 

 

5. 
 
 

 

 

 
Tim 

 
Gareth 

 
David 

 

Video 1 - "Gareth Keenan - Team Leader" 

1) Why is Tim annoyed at Gareth? 

2) Is Tim interested in becoming friends with "Oggy"? 

3) What's Tim's opinion about Gareth's comment that "Team Leader beats Senior Sales Rep"? 

4) Why did Gareth think being the Milk Monitor was a good job? 

5) Are you allowed to take personal calls during work hours? Do any or your colleagues disturb you whilst they are 

on the phone? What would you do in Tim's position? 
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Video 2 - "Gareth's Stapler" 

1) Why has Tim put Gareth's stapler in jelly? 

2) What's David's reaction to Gareth's comment that he should discipline Tim? 

3) Word-play instead of dealing with the situation professionally, David engages in word-play jokes about desserts, 

do you understand them? 

 Trifle: a dessert usually consisting of custard and jam. 
"It's only a trifling matter"  
 Trifle: a matter of little importance or significance. 
 

 Custody: imprisonment; legal restraint. 
"You should put him in custard-y"  
 Custard: a dessert made of eggs, sugar, and milk. 
 

4) Is your work environment a "relaxed" one? Do you tell jokes/play practical jokes on your colleagues? What would 

your boss think of you having fun at work? Do you think this sort of behaviour helps productivity? 

5) What does Tim mean what he says "you bring me down to this"? 

6) If you had a colleague who borrowed your things but didn't respect them, what would you do? 

Grammar Extension - Infinitive Forms for Requests 

The following verbs all use the same grammatical structure and can be used to make requests: 

Subject + Verb + Object + Infinitive + Other Information 

I want you  to do those reports by Friday. 
I need  Tim to tell  me when he is on holiday. 
I would like you to stop taking personal calls at your desk. 
And to report speech:   
I told  you  to call him yesterday. 
I asked you not to borrow my property without asking me first. 

 

"I want you to do those reports by Friday." 

"I need Tim to tell me when he is on holiday." 

"I would like you to stop taking personal calls at your desk." 

"I told you to call him yesterday" 

"I asked you not to borrow my property without asking me first." 

Activity: Role-Play 

 You are going to role-play work situations in which you try to resolve a problem with a colleague in a professional 

manner. Look at the following example: 

Problem: Your colleague keeps borrowing your possessions without your permission. 

What you say: Excuse me, I want to ask me before you borrow my things... 
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Say why: ...because sometimes I need something and I have to waste time looking for it... 

Give an example: ...for instance, last week when I was trying print off the quarterly reports, I couldn't find the print 

cable and I spent half an hour looking for it. 

"Excuse me, I want to ask me before you borrow my things because sometimes I need something and I have to waste 

time looking for it. For instance, last week when I was trying print off the quarterly reports, I couldn't find the print 

cable and I spent half an hour looking for it." 

Now do the same for the following situations and role-play the resolution with a classmate: 

Problem: You have a colleague who conducts very loud personal conversations on his/her cell 
phone during work hours. 

What you say: 

Why: 

 

An example: 

 

 

Problem: You have a co-worker who leaves food in the communal fridge until it goes mouldy and 
you have to throw it away. 

What you say: 

Why: 

 

An example: 

 

 

Problem: Your workmate doesn't proof-read his/her reports and you have to spend a long time 
correcting his/her mistakes. 

What you say: 

Why: 

 

An example: 

 

 

Problem: Your idea...  

What you say: 

Why: 

 

An example: 

 

 


