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The Late Late Show (CBS, USA), "Alanis Morissette Updates 'Ironic' Lyrics" 

Introduction 

1) Look at the list of 21st century phenomena below (first column of the table). Have you ever used 

any of them? 

2) Match the names with their descriptions. 

3) These things are all designed to make our lives easier. Do you think this is always the case? What 

possible problems could you have with them? 

Amazon A US-based low-cost airline. 

Facebook An American multinational provider of on-demand Internet streaming 

media. 

iPhone An online social networking service in which users create a profile and add 

other users as "friends". 

Netflix A location-based dating and social discovery application. 

Snapchat An American mobile ride hail company. 

Southwest Airlines The largest Internet-based retailer in the United States. 

Tinder Colloquial for an electronic cigarette. 

Twitter A line of smartphones designed and marketed by Apple Inc. 

Uber A GPS-based geographical navigation application.  

Vape A video messaging application in which users can take photos, record 

videos, add text and drawings, and send them to a controlled list of 

recipients. 

Waze An online social networking service that enables users to send and read 

short 140-character messages called "tweets". 

 

Video 

1) You are going to watch a "modern" version of the popular 90s song "Ironic" by Alanis Morissette. 

Look at the first lines from the original song. Do you agree that the situations are ironic? 

An old man turned ninety-eight 

He won the lottery and died the next day 

It's a black fly in your Chardonnay 

It's a death row pardon two minutes too late 

And isn't it ironic... don't you think 
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2) Now look at the words to the new version. Can you predict the words in the gaps? Watch to see if 

you are correct. 

An old _____________ sends you a Facebook request, 

You only find out they're ________________ after you accept. 

There's free office _________________, on the first day of your _____________, 

It's like they announce a new _________________, the day after you _______________ it. 

And isn't it ironic? 

Don't you think? 

It's like swiping __________, on your future ________________. 

It's a Snapchat that you wish you had __________________ . 

It's a funny _____________ that nobody faves. 

And who would have thought...? 

It figures. 

It's a ________________, when you tried to use _______________, 

A no _________________ sign when you brought your vape. 

It's ten thousand male late night hosts, when all you want is just one ____________, seriously! 

It's singing the ______________ of your dreams and then Alanis Morissette shouting at you. 

It's like you're _______________ on a southwest plane, then you realize that every ____________ is 

the same. 

It's like Amazon but your _________________ never came. 

It's like Netflix, but you own ____________ . 

It's a __________________ but your Uber's down the street, 

It's singing "Ironic" but there are no ironies. 

 

tweet soul mate friend left cake 

buy diet saved racist iPhone 

first class free ride package seat DVDs 

traffic jam smoking duet woman Waze 
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Grammar: Third Conditionals and Regrets 

1) Look at the formation of the third conditional: 

If + subject + had(n't) + past participle, subject + would(n't) + have + past participle. 

If I had known about the party, I would have gone. 

 

If you hadn't had a party last night, I would have got more sleep. 

If I had taken the train, I wouldn't have got stuck in traffic. 

If you had listened to me, you might not have had so many problems. 

 The two clauses can be in any order: I would've gone if I'd known. 

 Would can be changed for could or might. 

 The third conditional is used to talk about the hypothetical past; it didn't happen but we can 

still imagine a different past. 

 The form is often used with the construction should + have + past participle: You should have 

told me about the party! 

2) Now look at the bad situations below from the song. Use the third conditional to talk about how 

the past could have been different, e.g... 

" An old man turned ninety-eight, he won the lottery and died the next day"...If he had won the 

lottery when he was younger he could have spent the money and enjoyed life more. If he hadn't won 

the lottery at all, he wouldn't have been able to give the money to his children...etc. 

An old friend sends you a Facebook request, you only find out they're racist after you accept. 

 

They announce a new iPhone, the day after you buy it. 

 

It's like swiping left, on your future soul mate. 

 

It's a traffic jam, when you tried to use Waze. 

 

It's like Netflix, but you own DVDs. 

 

You're first class on a southwest plane, then you realize that every seat is the same. 

 

It's a Snapchat that you wish you had saved. 


