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The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon (NBC, USA),  

Donald Trump Interviews Himself 

Introduction 

1) What do you know about Donald Trump? 

2) Does he remind you of any politicians from your country? 

3) In your country, do politicians appear on TV shows? What sort of TV shows? 

Vocabulary 

Match the words and phrases with their definitions. 

 

huge (adj.) a family board game involving wooden blocks 

Jenga (noun) the total amount of money spent 

to be well off (phr.) in the future 

(to) comb (noun/verb) a celebrity contestant on The Apprentice USA 

dopey (adj.) elegant, high-class 

Gary Busey (noun) to prepare something before it starts 

spending (noun) very big 

to set up (phrasal verb) stupid, unintelligent  

coming up (phr.) rich 

classy (adj.) a plastic instrument for arranging the hair 

 

Video  

Read the following quotes from the video. Watch the video and put the quotes in the order they 

appear. 

 

"Are you ready for the Republican debate next week?" 

"First, we have to cut government spending." 

"How am I going to get Mexico to build a wall?" 

"How are you going to create jobs in this country?" 

"How else do you plan to help the economy?" 

"I want to lower taxes for the middle class" 

"If you win, is your vice-president going to be Gary Busey?" 

"I'll call you back after I comb my hair." 

"I'll challenge them to the biggest game of Jenga ever!" 
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"I'll make them set up the board." 

"I'm about to go out for my interview with Jimmy Fallon" 

"I'm just going to do it!" 

"I'm probably going to go with somebody else" 

"It's going to be huge!" 

"It's going to be really classy" 

"It's time to go out and speak to that dopey goofball Jimmy Fallon." 

"Our country's going to be well off with me." 

"We've got a big interview with Jimmy Fallon coming up" 

"When they finish I'll say I don't want to play anymore." 

 

Grammar - Ways of Expressing the Future 

The video uses lots of different ways of expressing the future. Read the following explanations of the 

forms used in the quotes. 

 

will or going to 

 

"I'll make them set up the board." 

"I will challenge them to the biggest game of Jenga ever!" 

 

"How am I going to get Mexico to build a wall?" 

"How are you going to create jobs in this country?" 

"I'm just going to do it!" 

"I'm probably going to go with somebody else" 

"It's going to be really classy" 

"It's going to be huge!" 

"Our country's going to be well off with me." 

 

We use will and going to to express plans in the future. The plan could be happening very soon or 

very far in the future. Will is different to going to in that going to expresses a greater degree of 

certainty or organisation. With will you have the idea/desire that it will happen, but with going to 

you might have made more concrete plans/organised things like the date and time of the event. 

Going to is used a lot in the examples from the video because Trump is a politician and wants to 

convey certainty in what he says. 
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verbs in present tense that take infinitives 

 

"I want to lower taxes for the middle class" 

"I'm about to go out for my interview with Jimmy Fallon" 

"How else do you plan to help the economy?" 

"It's time to go out and speak to that dopey goofball Jimmy Fallon." 

 

There are some verbs we can use to talk about the future that are normally used in the present 

tense, examples include: to want to, to plan to, to be about to, to be time to. Do not use these with 

will: I will want to build more schools.  

 

have to and have got to 

 

"We've got a big interview with Jimmy Fallon coming up" 

"First, we have to cut government spending." 

 

We use have + noun (e.g. an exam, an interview), to have to + infinitive and to have got to + infinitive 

to talk about a future obligation; something we must do. There is no difference in meaning between 

have and have got. The construction is usually expressed in the present simple. 

 

to be ready to/for 

 

"Are you ready for the Republican debate next week?" 

The construction above is another construction that is usually  used with the present simple. When it 

is used with a verb you need to use the preposition to: "I'm ready to do the interview". The 

preposition changes to for when it is used with a noun, as in the example above.  

 

The First Conditional 

 

"If you win, is your vice-president going to be Gary Busey?" 

"I will call you back after I comb my hair." 

"When they finish I will say I don't want to play anymore." 

 

Look at the construction of the first conditional: 

If 
After 
When 

+ present tense, future construction 
e.g.will 
going to 
etc. 

 

The first conditional is similar to the other examples above in that it is used to talk about real (not 

hypothetical) future events. It is more complicated because it introduces a condition with if, or a 

future time, for example, when, after, as soon as etc. The two clauses can be used in any order. 
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Free Practice 

GROUP ONE 

 

You are going to conduct an interview with a hopeful political candidate. You want to know about 

what policies they will introduce when they are in power. Using the future constructions from this 

worksheet, prepare your questions on the following topics: 

 

The Economy  Taxes  Jobs 
 Immigration  International 

Relations 
 

 

A Little Help: Question Starters 

If you..., will you...? 

Are you ready to...? 

When you..., are you going to...? 

What have we got to...? 

Do you want to...? 

Is it time to...? 

Are you about to...? 

 etc. 

 

  

 

 

GROUP TWO 

 

You are a hopeful presidential candidate and you are going to be interviewed on a popular national 

chat show. Make sure you are clear about your manifesto and what you plan to do when you are in 

power. Look at the following topics and formulate your political ideas. 

 

The Economy  Taxes  Jobs 
 Immigration  International 

Relations 
 

 

A Little Help: Future Forms 

If I..., I will... 

I am ready to... 

When I..., I am going to... 

We have got to... 

I want to... 

It is time to... 

I am (not) about to... 

 etc. 

 

fold 


