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On Demand News (YouTube Channel), Nelson Mandela Tribute 

Introduction 

 

1. Take a look at the adjectives to describe character in the first box and decide if they are positive, 

negative or both.  Then, look at the professions in the second box. Which qualities from the first box 

are important in these professions? 

 

ambitious 
bitter 
brave 

cautious 
clear-thinking 
considerate 
courageous 

decisive 
determined 

fair 
fiery 

hardworking 
imaginative 
malicious 
mellow 

open-minded 
sentimental 

stubborn 
sympathetic 

tolerant 
zealous 

Actor 

Banker 

Estate Agent 

GP 

Journalist 

Manager 

Midwife 

Politician 

Sales Assistant 

Scientist 

Songwriter 

Sportsperson 

Taxi Driver 

Teacher 

 

2. You are going to watch a video about the life of Nelson Mandela. Before you watch, answer these 

questions: 

 

a. What do you know about Nelson Mandela? 

b. Which of the adjectives above would you use to describe Nelson Mandela? 

c. How do you think Mandela will be remembered? Do you agree with the statements below? 

 

"It could have been so different. Can you imagine if he had been consumed by bitterness?" 

 

"I don't think that in the last century there have been many people that could ever compete with the 

value and the profile of an individual like Nelson Mandela." 

 

"He [had] an authority that probably nobody else in the world [had]." 

 

"He will be an inspiration to people hundreds of years from now." 

 

"He will probably be remembered as the greatest historical figure of this era." 
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Video 

Watch the video and choose the correct answer to the questions below: 

 

1. What was the start of Nelson Mandela's "long walk"... 

a) the ANC's decision to sponsor military action. 

b) a TV interview. 

c) the formation of the ANC. 

 

2. During the interview, Mandela says that... 

a) the ANC do not want to take military action. 

b) many Africans think that they have to take military actions. 

c) they have to continue talking peace and non-violence. 

 

3. During his 27 years in jail... 

a) he lost his family and friends. 

b) he became a more violent man. 

c) he became more mellow. 

 

4. Nelson Mandela said that... 

a) he did not feel any bitterness towards his captors. 

b) he could never forgive those who imprisoned him. 

c) some of his captors used violence against him. 

 

5. Frederik De Klerk... 

a) was the man who imprisoned Nelson Mandela. 

b) helped Mandela during his imprisonment. 

c) received the Nobel Peace Prize with Nelson Mandela in 1993. 

 

6. Mandela was the first former prisoner … 

a) to visit the United Kingdom. 

b) to have been received the Queen. 

c) to have stayed at Buckingham Palace. 

 

7. In the film “Invictus”... 

a) Mandela chose the actor Morgan Freeman to play him. 

b) Morgan Freeman asked to play the role. 

c) a poll was taken in South Africa and Morgan Freeman won the part. 

 

8. Which of the following is true? 

a) His granddaughter was killed in a plane crash. 

b) Two of his sons died of AIDS. 

c) One of his sons died when Mandela was in prison. 

 

Writing Activity 

Think of someone who has inspired you and write a similar tribute to present to the class. 


