
 

 
https://turnitonenglish.wordpress.com/ 

Would I Lie To You? (BBC, UK) Truth or Lie? 

Introduction 

 

1. Do you always tell the truth? What was the last lie you told? 

2. What is a "white lie"? In what situations is it alright to tell a white lie? 

3. Can you tell when someone is lying to you? How? 

 

Video 

 

Read the information about the British programme Would I Lie to You? 

 

"...[Would I Lie to You? is a] comedy panel show where contestants have to bluff about their deepest 

secrets...the opposing team have to find out which ones are true." 

 

1. Would you watch this programme? 

2. Do you have any similar programmes in your country? 

 

3. You are going to watch three different celebrities share one of their "deepest secrets". Make 

some extra notes on the titles below (be careful not to watch the truth/lie reveal yet!): 

 

Video 1: Trevor Noah's prank calls as Nelson Mandela 

 

Video 2: Terry Wogan's pistol tradition 

 

Video 3: Des O'Connor's cat food mistake 

 

 

4. Two of the stories are true and one is false. Which celebrity do you think is lying? 

5. Look at the titles of the videos and try to remember or predict which vocabulary belongs to each 

video.  

 

Pot Noodle (n.) 
 

meal (n.) to target (v.) frank (adj.) housework (n.) 

snack (n.) 
 

gullible (adj.) Apartheid (n.) convincing (adj.) grandchildren (n.) 

strangers (n.) 
 

to cold call (v.) abroad (adverb) hit-rate (n.) shot (n.) 

random (adj.) tin (n.) a gun licence (n.) to crush someone (v.) to set fire to 
something (v.) 

 

 

5. Watch the videos again and see if you were right about the vocabulary.  
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Grammar - Talking About Habits 

 

1) Look at the following quotes from the videos and decide on the description a, b, or c. 

 

"...You always have a picture of a cat on cat food..." 

"...How often did Nelson Mandela cold call people?..." 

"...I used to call strangers on the telephone..." 

"...It was fairly convincing..." 

"...How would you know when to end the conversation?..." 

"...Every year, I take my seat..." 

 

a) A habitual action in the present. 

b) A habitual action in the past. 

c) A single action in the past. 

 

There are three different forms you can use when describing habitual actions in the past: used to, 

would and past simple. 

 

Used to 

subject + used + to + infinitive 
subject + didn't + use + to + infinitive 
Did + subject + use + to + infinitive? 

 

I used to play football every weekend. 
I didn't use to like spinach when I was a child. 

Did you use to play chess at school? 
 

 

Used to is used to show a change in habits from past to present; I used to play football means I 

played football in the past but now I don't. The form is only used to talk about past habits and 

states, do not use it to talk about single actions. It can sound very repetitive if you use it too often so 

other forms are usually used with used to... 

 

Would 

I used to play football at school, I would go to practice every Wednesday. 

 

Would can be used in many different contexts in English, but in the example above it is the same as 

used to. As it has different meanings, it is not usually used to introduce the idea of past habit. You 

cannot use would to describe past states: "I would be happy at football practice." 

 

Past Simple 

I used to play football at school, I would go to practice every Wednesday. I loved it! 

 

The past simple can be used to describe both past habits and single actions in the past. 

 

1. You are going to play the two truths, one lie game in small groups. Practice the grammar above by 

preparing three short stories about your past-one should be a lie. Tell your stories to the group and 

they must interrogate you to try and discover the lie! 


