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Jamie's Dream School (Channel 4, UK) " Guide to Making a Million" 

Introduction 

1) Did/Do you enjoy studying mathematics at school? 

2) Did/Does your teacher make maths lessons fun? 

3) Do you use the mathematics you learned/learn at school in your normal life? 

4) What could maths teachers do to make maths more fun for students? 

Video 

Alvin Hall is a TV personality, financial adviser and millionaire. You are going to watch him teach a 

group of under-achieving teenagers. Watch the video for the first time and make notes on why he 

writes the following things on the whiteboard: 

16  

£3,985  

Poor  

Po  

Yale Summer High School  

Self-discipline  

£1,000,000  

 

Money Vocabulary 

Look below at some quotes from the video, can you remember or guess what any of the missing 

words are? All the words are connected to money. Watch again and fill in the gaps. 

"When I was 16 years old, my mother _____________ this ___________________ of money..." 

"To be honest with you, we weren't poor, we were po; we couldn't even ______________ the or in 

the word!" 

"This was my ticket out of _______________________" 

"I was able to take that self-discipline and I was able to use it over my lifetime so that at some point I 

started to earn _______________ money...I mean, not little money but _______________ money..." 

"You have to ______________money in order to make your life really good." 
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"I want you to write down for me an _________________ of money that you would like to 

____________ that will make you happy." 

"Now, I want you to tell me: what is the way that you ________________money the most?" 

"I ___________________ money on living life." 

"One of my goals for each of you is to give you the ability to realise your dream of 

_____________________ " 

"I will never forget the day when I went to my _________________, my own personal 

____________________ and all of a sudden I saw the following number sitting in my 

_________________   ____________________" 

"I actually worked and ________________ and ___________________ it..." 

Grammar Focus: Hypothetical Situations 

Look at the following statements. What is the difference in meaning? 

"I expect to earn $1,000,000." 
 

"I hope to earn $1,000,000." 
 

"I would like to earn $1,000,000." 
 

"I wish I earned $1,000,000." 
 

The two constructions I would like to and I wish I work well with the second conditional. Look at the 

formation of the second conditional below: 

If + subject + past, subject + would + infinitive (without "to") 

If  I earned $1,000,000, I would move to the country. 

 

 We use the second conditional to talk about hypothetical situations in the present or the 

future. 

 The two clauses can change order without changing the meaning: "I would move to the 

country if I earned a million dollars." 

 You can change would for could (=it would be possible) and might (=maybe). 

 The construction I wish I... also uses the past tense to talk about the hypothetical present, 

the two forms go perfectly together: "I wish I made more money because if I did, I could pay 

my mortgage and I wouldn't have to borrow money from my parents".  

Grammar Practice: Dreams of Wealth 

We all wish we had more money! Make notes on three personal wishes connected to money using 

the grammar above and then explain what you have written to a partner. 


