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I Didn't Know That (National Geographic, YouTube Channel), "Making an 

Artificial Eye" 

Introduction 

1) Are you in good health? 

2) Have you ever had to have an operation on one of your body parts? (Or maybe you don't want to 

tell us!) 

3) Do you know anybody with any artificial body parts? 

Video 

You are going to watch a video on how artificial eyes are made. As you watch mark the statements 

below true or false. 

a) The laboratory has been producing artificial eyes since World War II. 

b) The lab has over 40,000 (forty thousand) patients. 

c) Every year the lab makes over 16,000 (sixteen thousand) eyes. 

d) The paint for the iris takes 84 hours (eighty-four) to dry. 

e) Polymethyl methacrylate is similar to the material used for false teeth. 

f) The eye needs to be put in an oven for an hour and a half.  

g) Wool is used to replicate the veins of the eye. 

h) One centimetre of thread can make 800 (eight hundred) eyes. 

i) The lifespan of the eye is approximately six years. 

j) Pavel has been wearing an artificial eye for 15 (fifteen) years. 

Grammar: The Passive Voice 

We often use the passive voice to describe industrial processes. This is because we are often more 

interested in the product (the object of a verb) than the person who makes the product (the subject 

of the sentence). Look at the example below: 

Active Voice: Workers make every single eye by hand. 

Passive Voice: Every single eye is made by hand. 

You can form the passive voice by changing the order of the subject (workers) and the object (every 

single eye) and using the construction to be + past participle.   

Video: Second Viewing 

Watch the video again listening for the verbs (past participles) that complete the following passive 

constructions: 

"Every single eye is __made___ by hand." 

"A wax pattern of the patient's eye socket is __________________ here to the lab in Blackpool." 
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" The iris - or coloured part of the eye - is ____________ onto a flat plastic disc which is 

______________ to the size of the patient's remaining iris." 

"The iris is _______________ upside down in a mould." 

"Once prepared, it's ___________________ down into the cast of the top of the iris." 

"The excess acrylic material is ____________________ away." 

"This embroidery silk is ______________________ to replicate the veins of the eye." 

"The thread is ____________________ into individual fibres and _______________ with an acrylic 

varnish." 

"A coat of clear acrylic varnish is ___________________________ over the top of the eye." 

Grammar: The Passive "Get" 

You can use the verb "get" instead of "be" when forming the passive tense without changing the 

meaning. Look at the examples below from the video: 

"The iris gets pressed into a button-shaped disc." 

"The eye gets stained and veined." 

"The lifespan of an artificial eye is six years as long as it gets looked after properly." 

Speaking: Grammar Practice  

Look at the pictures taken from the video and describe what is happening using the passive voice. 

Use a mixture of "to be" and "to get" constructions in order to practise the two different forms. 
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Extension Activity: Now It's Your Turn! 

You are going to prepare a presentation on an industrial process using the passive voice. Your 

process should include at least eight steps.  

Options: 

 Choose your favourite meal or dish and describe the culinary processes needed to make it. 

 Search for something interesting on YouTube. If you search "how it's made" you will find 

hundreds of interesting examples from golf balls to grand pianos!  

 Do you make anything in your job? If you do you could make an interesting presentation on 

that. 


