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BBC News (UK), "Arsenal coaches children fleeing war in Iraq" 

 

Introduction 

 

1) Do you enjoy watching or playing football ("soccer" in US English)? 

2) Why do you think football is the most popular sport in the world? 

3) Do you think the amount of money football clubs make is justified? 

4) Is your local football club involved in any charitable work? What can you see in the photos below? 

 

 

 
 

 

Vocabulary - Football 

 

You are going to watch a video about Arsenal Football Club. Before you watch, make sure you 

understand the following football vocabulary: 

 

a football player to sign a player (up) a (good) shot 

to train Wembley sports facilities 

a football cage football pitch(es) a footballer 

 

Video - Comprehension 

Read the questions below, then watch the video and listen for the answers. 

 

a) Where in the UK do Arsenal provide sports facilities and training? 

b) According to Ivan Gazidis, what is the message behind the project in Iraq? 

c) Are Alex Scott's friends and family happy that she is going to Iraq? 

d) Why was the person beheaded in the article Alex refers to? 

e) Since 2014, how many Iraqis have had to abandon their homes? 

f) How many people live in the refugee camp? 

g) Did the girls play football before the Arsenal project? 

h) Why did they decide Alex should teach the girls? 

i) Why is Alex sad at the end of the video? 
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Vocabulary - Synonyms 

The video uses some difficult vocabulary  that you may not understand. Watch the video again 

listening for the following quotes. Try to find a synonym for the words in bold in the second column 

using the context from the video. 

 

Video Quote Meanings 

"...the tragedy of children forced to flee their 
homes in Iraq..." 
 

smart/better than normal 

"...think of a kid in Iraq whose life has been 
ripped apart..." 
 

something good in the future 

"...If I go and I can have a positive impact on any 
of these children's lives, that will make it all 
worth it..." 
 

become successful 

"...Wow, this stuff is really going on and it's 
serious..." 
 

quickly 

"...[these people] are pretty stuck, living in these 
caravans..." 
 

continue 

"...Rockets were being fired so we left in a 
hurry..." 
 

happening 

"...This is more fancy than the one I grew up 
playing in...!" 
 

justifies the effort required 

"...She is a big source of inspiration, the fact that 
she has made it internationally..." 
 

trapped 

"...as long as they have a dream and something 
to look forward to..." 
 

broken 

"...they just carry on with their life every day, 
hoping for something better..." 
 

leave because of danger 

 

 

After Watching 

 

1) What do you think of this project? 

2) What problems might the project face? 

3) How could you resolve the problems? 

4) Which other sports could be taught in troubled areas? 

5) How do you think this project will affect the lives of the girls in the future? 


