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National Geographic (YouTube Channel), "Steel Drums" 

Introduction 

1) How many Caribbean Island can your name? 

2) What things do associate with the Caribbean? 

3) Have you ever met anybody from the Caribbean? What were they like? 

Video 

You are going to watch a video about a Caribbean Island. Watch for the first time and listen for the 

following information: 

a) the name of the twin island nation, 

b) their national instrument, 

c) why this became their national instrument. 

You are going to watch the video again but before you do, read the following transcript from the 

video and sort the parts into the correct order. Try to do this using your memory and your intuition. 

When you are done, watch the video again to see if you were right. 

My Prediction: Actual Order:  

It  starts  here  with  the  tuner.  Locally  known  as  "Honey  Boy",  he  has  been  tuning  pans  for  
decades.  He  pounds  his  way  to  the  sweetest  sounds  in  the  nation.  It's  a  lengthy  process,  but  
his  instruments  end  up  with  some  of  the  top  steel  orchestras.  But  the  steel  band  is  more  
than  music  to  Trinidad.  It  is  an  extension  of  culture,  showing  the  world  what  the  island  can  
produce.  
 

 

My Prediction: Actual Order:  

Trinidad  is  an  oil-producing  nation.  During  World  War  II,  the  old  discarded  oil  drums  
suddenly  became  useful.  An  elaborate  process  transformed  them  into  world-class  musical  
instruments.   
 
 

My Prediction: Actual Order:  

Trinidad  and  Tobago,   the  twin  island  nation,  home  of  the  steel  band.  Steel  band  music,  
called  "pan"  by  the  locals,  permeates  life  here.  From  the  small  fishing  villages  to  the  hilltops,  
everyone  knows  and  loves  the  national  instrument.   
 

 

My Prediction: Actual Order:  

Pounding  the  drums  produces  sounds  that  eventually  work  their  way  into  everything,  from  
island  calypso  to  classical  music.  The  steel  band  relies  heavily  on  playing  by  ear.  Most  
players  don't  even  use  sheet  music.   
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My Prediction: Actual Order:  

Nearly  all  the  islands  of  the  Caribbean  boast  of  beaches,  rhythmic  music, and  tranquil  nights.  
But  only  one  can  lay  true  claim  to  being  the  birthplace  of  the  music  that  rocks  the  region. 
 

 

My Prediction: Actual Order:  

The  distinctive  sound  inspires  children  and  musicians  from  all  walks  of  life.  Through  the  
streets,  alleys,   and  markets  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago  you  can't  escape  the  music.   
 

 

Vocabulary 

The video uses some difficult vocabulary. Look at the words and phrases below and choose a 

definition. Use the context from the transcript above to help you. 

a lengthy process it takes a long time/it takes a short time 

from all walks of life lots of different types of people/poor people 

sheet music music for more than one instrument/ music printed on paper  

steel a type of oil/a type of metal 

to lay claim to  to be entitled to / to relax on the beach 

to permeate to pass into every part/ to stop 

to play by ear to memorise music / to play by instinct  

to pound to hit lightly/to hit hard 

world-class able to speak many languages/the best quality 

  

Speaking: Vocabulary Extension 

Look at the following statements. Mark them true or false depending on your opinion and then 

explain your responses. 

My country produces some world-class musicians. 

Learning to play a musical instrument is a lengthy process. 

Only musicians who can play by ear are naturally good musicians. 

My country lays claim to a great musical past. 

If sheet music was easier to read, more children might play music. 

Music permeates every part of my life. 

Writing: Preparing a Presentation 

You are going to prepare a presentation at home to give to the class next lesson. Decide what you 

are going to do your presentation about in the class so there are no similar presentations. Your 

presentation, like the video, should be no more than two minutes. Here are some ideas: 

 Musical theme: all students choose a different style/instrument/artist etc. 

 National Geographic: all students choose a NG video to summarise from YouTube. 


