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The Big Bang Theory (CBS, USA), "A Time-Share Time Machine" 

 

Introduction 

1) What is an internet auction site? Can you name any examples? 
2) Have you ever used a site like this? What did you buy? 
3) What are they benefits to these sites? 
4) What problems could you have with an auction site? 

 
Video 
 
Watch the video and decide if the following statements are true (T) or false (F). 

a) Sheldon asked for a sandwich with white bread. 
b) He is upset because they have given him a sandwich with the wrong ingredients. 
c) He doesn't want to eat the sandwich because the bread is soggy. 
d) The time machine on the auction site is from the film "Sophie's Choice". 
e) Leonard has bid $8,000 on the time machine. 
f) "Sniping" is when people bid on an item at the last minute. 
g) The boys think the time machine is a small version of the original when they are bidding. 
h) Sheldon can't afford to join the boys in the time-share option. 
i) The time machine is bigger than the boys expected. 

Grammar - Regrets 

When the time machine turns up the boys regret their purchase. Look at the two grammatical forms 
we can use to express regret: 

Should Have 

The construction subject + should + (not) + have + past participle is a way to use should for things 
that happened in the past. This is often called "past advice"; we cannot change the past but we can 
talk about possible different actions. 

"The boys should have read the description of the item more carefully." 

"Leonard should have thought twice before bidding on the item." 

Third Conditional 

The third conditional is formed as follows: If + subject + had + past participle, subject + would + have 
+ past participle. We can use it to describe a possible different outcome for a past event.  

"If the boys had read the item description, they would have known how big the time machine was." 

"If Leonard had thought twice about the purchase, he wouldn't have placed a bid." 

As you can see, the two forms above go together perfectly: 

"The boys should have read the item description more carefully. If they'd done that then they 
wouldn't have bought the time machine and they would have saved $800." 
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Grammar Game: Terrible Technology 

Teacher Note: Divide the class into three or more groups. Cut the table below into individual rows 
(horizontally). First, the groups look at the technology in the first column and (in secret) come up with 
a possible problem with that piece of technology and write it in the 2nd column, eg EBAY -> You buy 
an item that is too big for your house. The papers are then passed on to another group who writes in 
the last column examples of should have and the third conditional. The objective is for the remaining 
groups to guess exactly what the problem was from being read ONLY the last column, so whatever 
they write in the last column should not be either too obvious, or too mysterious.  

Piece of technology STEP 1: Students make up a 
problem that happened with the 
technology (PAST TENSE)  

Step 2 : A different group then form 3rd 
conditional statements about the 
problem which are used as clues and the 
class must guess what the problem was 
from these clues. 

A digital camera.  1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

A sat nav.  1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

Facebook.  1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

Google Translate.  1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 
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Twitter.  1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

Amazon.  1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

Driverless car.  1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

Smart phone.  1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

Skype.  1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

 


