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Upper Intermediate and Advanced Comparatives Practice  

 Split the class equally into "Student A" and "Student B" and "Quizmaster".  

 Hand the question sheet to the quizmaster(s). 

 The quizmaster reads Student A their first question. 

 B responds by either guessing A's answer is "spot on", or if the real answer is "more" or 

"less" 

 You can encourage students to practice the comparative at this point; instead of merely 

saying "more" or "less", students can form sentences such as "I think a bee can fly faster 

than 6 mph" or "I think far fewer turkeys are bought at Christmas in the UK" etc. 

 If B has guessed more or less correctly, they get a point, if their guess is wrong, A gets the 

point. If the answer is spot on (unlikely) then both get a point. 

 IDEA: The quiz master can also award points if they think the grammar used is correct. If the 

quizmaster thinks the grammar used was incorrect, they must try and correct the grammar. 

 Quiz master then repeats this process but this time asking B their first question. Continue 

alternating  as such. 

 The student with the most points wins! 

Target Grammar: Comparatives 

 

Basic 

"I think a crab can run faster than 3 miles per hour." 

"I think the average human male's brain is less heavy than 1 kg." 

"I think she had more than 40 children." 

"I think less than 200,000 people went to that football match." 

 

Advanced 

"I think a crab can run slightly faster than 3 miles per hour." 

"I think the average human male's brain is a little less heavy than 1 kg." 

"I think she had considerably more than 40 children." 

"I think far less than 2000,00 people went to that football match." 

 

More ideas over at British Council: 

http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/quick-grammar/comparing-and-contrasting-modifying-

comparatives 
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Student A 

 Question Answer 

1 According to research in America in the 1990s, an average woman will speak 
7000 words in a normal day; how many does a man speak? 

2000 

2 The longest Olympic wrestling match was a 1912 semi-final between Martin 
Klein and Alfred Asikainen; how long did it last? 

Eleven hrs,  
forty min 

3 What is the weight of the average human male's brain? 1.4 kg 

4 On average, how many earthquakes measuring 6 on the Richter scale 
(strong enough to break walls) are there in the World every year? 

100 

5 In 2001 Mustafa Semeda from Cairo claimed a world record for getting 
married; how many wives had he had? 

203 wives 

6 What is the world record attendance for a football match, set in 1950 when 
Uruguay played Brazil in Rio? 

199,854 

7 In weather records, the hottest recorded temperature on the Earth's surface 
was at El Azizia in Libya; what was the temperature? 

58   C/136   F  

8 A 1909 exhibition of German sausages was one of the largest such events 
ever staged; how many varieties of sausage were displayed? 

1,785 

9 The 1969 film 'Once Upon A Time In The West' set a record for the longest 
credit sequence in a movie; how long was it? 

12 minutes 

10 How many calories does an average adult man burn up in an hour of 
sleeping? 

65 

11 According to a 1990s survey what percentage of the American population 
was estimated to visit McDonalds at least once a year? 

96% 

 

Student B 

 Question Answer 

1 The 1941 film 'You're in the Army Now' set a new record for the longest 
onscreen kiss; how long did Jane Wyman and Regis Toomey kiss? 

3 minutes 5 
seconds 

2 The word 'set' has more definitions in the Oxford English Dictionary than any 
other; how many meanings are listed? 

464 

3 How fast can a crab run? 5.5 kph/3.4 
mph 

4 What percentage of an average human body weight is accounted for by 
blood? 

7.5% 

5 18th century Russian peasant Mrs. Vassilyev was the most prolific mother 
ever; how many children did she have? 

69 

6 In the 1959 football season Pele set a world record for the most goals in a 
season; how many did he score? 

127 

7 How many hours ahead of London (GMT) is Afghanistan? 4 and a half 
hours 

8 How much was Vincent Van Gogh's painting 'Sunflowers' sold for at auction 
in London in 1987? 

£24,750,000 

9 In 1942 Greer Garson sat a new record for the longest acceptance speech 
when collecting her Best Actress Oscar; how long did she speak for? 

5 minutes 30 
seconds 

10 What is the weekly calorie intake of a normal mouse? 100 calories 

11 How long did Elton John spend at #1 in the Canadian singles charts with his 
1997 version of 'Candle in the Wind'? 

45 weeks 

 


