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The Apprentice (BBC, UK), S04E03 "Themed Events" 

 

 

Introduction (00:00 - 01:20) 

Watch the introduction to the popular UK TV show The Apprentice.  

1. How many contestants are there? 

2. What do they have to do on the show? 

3. What do they get if they win? 

4. Do you have a version of this show in your country? 

5. Would you watch a show like this? 

6. Would you ever consider appearing on this or any other reality TV shows? 

Task Introduction (03:57 - 06:16) 

Watch the next part of the video in which this week's task is explained. 

1. Where are they? 

2. Where will they be working on the task? 

3. What does the task involve? 

Speaking: Business Ideas 

Each team is going to transform their pub into a themed restaurant. Check out some of the ideas 

suggested in this episode below. Rate them 1-10 on predicted effectiveness then discuss your top 

and bottom three. Pay attention to the difficult vocabulary as it is used later in the video. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Functional Language 

Here is some language that could be useful for expressing 

opinions in this activity. Some of the language will be used 

later in the video so make sure you understand all the 

vocabulary. 

"That idea could pull in a lot of customers." 

"I'm in two minds about that idea." 

"That idea could make a good profit margin." 

"If they do that, it could be a real dog's dinner." 

"That idea leaves a lot to be desired." 

"It sounds good in theory, but..." 

"It sounds like it would cost a lot to set that up." 

"If they try that, they might be up to their necks" 

"That could be a shambles." 

"On one hand..., but on the other..." 

"That could have a wide appeal." 

"Doing that might piss someone off." 

ideas continue over... 

Having glossy and 

expensive promotional 

leaflets. 

Taking feedback from 

customers on board. 

Halving pizzas to save 

on ingredients. 

Putting on a murder-

mystery night. 

Keeping the recipes 

simple; food that's easy 

to make. 
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Video: Task (06:16 - 34:28) 

Now watch the task and tick off the ideas above as they are discussed/happen. Pause the video at 

each idea if you need to. 

Video: Result (35:33 - 40:00) 

Who do you think won the task: the boys or the girls? 

Watch the next part of the video to find out who were the winning team. 

Mark the following statements true or false. 

1. Ian receives a "glowing report" from his team mates. 

2. Simon thinks that bringing problems to the attention of your boss is a positive thing. 

3. Claire thinks there were a few hiccups at the start of the task but overall it went well. 

4. Most people who bought tickets attended the event. 

5. The team sold about 250 tickets before the event. 

6. The girls were in profit before they sold any food. 

7. The boys made over six hundred pounds profit. 

8. The girls made a profit of over six hundred pounds. 

9. The boys took more money than the girls but also spent more. 

10. The girls won the task. 

Following the pricing of another restaurant 

in the area. 

Hiring in a Bollywood dancer. 

Negotiating down on prices. 

Feigning an Italian accent when selling 

pizza. 

Taking a cut-price approach. 

Losing out on lunch sales. 

Plucking prices out of the air for your food. 

Having the serving staff dress up. 

Giving customers an "intimate, personalised 

service" for tips. 

Failing to buy ingredients wholesale and 

going to the supermarket instead. 

Telling your co-workers to shut the fuck up! 

Selling tickets for your restaurant 

beforehand 

Working out the costs after you've printed 

out the menus. 

Asking other restaurants for their recipes. 

Driving a hard bargain. 

Running out of key ingredients. 

Offering free advertising in exchange for 

discount prices. 

Going outside for a group pep talk when the 

restaurant is busy. 

Door knocking to drum up business. 

Dressing the room according to the theme. 
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Video: The Blame Game (41:41 - 53:46) 

Having watched the task, now look at quotes from the next part of the programme where they 

discuss what went wrong during the task. Who do you think the quotes are from and who or what 

do you think they refer to? 

  

 

Sir Alan Sugar 

 

  

 

Simon 

 

Kevin 

 

Ian 

 

Michael 

 

Lee 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the epitome of blowing into the 

wind...you worked hard, you were 

beavering away, and what's the result? 

nothing! 

I never wanted to be head chef, and I feel 

it was a way of shifting responsibility to 

me for this task. 

If I want to make a point to Ian, I have to 

attempt to hammer it home with a sledge 

hammer before someone will listen to me. 

I made the decision for the prices for the 

food. Basically, I had to make that decision 

because we needed to get the menus 

printed and there was procrastination... 

D'you know, I am starting to worry here 

that I have in front of me seven people 

who tell me that they have some business 

acumen about them...I can't see any on 

the table here today. 

[His] management was non-existent...at 5 

o'clock yesterday afternoon I was so 

concerned about the lack of leadership, I 

took everyone outside and I gave them a 

motivational talk...I had to take charge 

otherwise it would have fallen apart... 
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Now watch this section of the video (41:41 - 53:46). Did you predict correctly? Who did say what? 

Video: You're Fired! (53:46 - End) 

Having watched everything, who do you think gets fired at the end of the episode? Why? 

Watch the last part of the episode to find out who is fired. 

What do you think the phrase "no smoke without fire" means? Do you have a similar saying in your 

language? 

What about the phrase "smoke and mirrors"? 

Do you agree with Sir Alan's decision (you may find the following grammar section useful in 

expressing your opinions on this)? 

Grammar: Blaming Others and Hypothetical Past 

When things go wrong we sometimes want to talk about what would have happened if we had done 

things differently. It is impossible to change the past but sometimes we talk about a different past to 

imagine different results.  

The boardroom part of The Apprentice is full of hypothetical pasts. Look at the examples: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I'm not vulnerable at all, I'm not getting 

fired. I'm not concerned in any way...I did 

a great job, I've got nothing to worry 

about. 

It's a classic example of [being] totally out 

of control on their costs...they spent an 

enormous amount of money compared to 

the actual takings. I mean, working hard 

but to no avail. 

Numbers weren't done until after they 

should have been [done] for the margins 

to be where they needed to be to come 

back in here with a big enough profit. 

Without that marketing, we wouldn't 

have got a number of people who actually 

came to our restaurant. 

It's all very well moaning and complaining 

but I want to know what you would've 

done differently... 

[His] management was non-existent...at 5 

o'clock yesterday afternoon I was so 

concerned about the lack of leadership, I 

took everyone outside and I gave them a 

motivational talk...I had to take charge 

otherwise it would have fallen apart... 
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The grammatical structures we usually use to express a hypothetical past (regret, blame etc.), are 

third conditional, mixed conditional and should have. 

Third and Mixed Conditional 

You can form these conditionals as follows: 

  everything would have fallen apart. 
  subject + would have + past participle  
If I hadn't taken control,   
If + subject+ had(n't) + past participle   
  we wouldn't be sitting here with a profit. 
  subject + would + verb 
 

The first example is a third conditional. The first part refers to an (imaginary) past event and the 

second part refers to an (imaginary) past result; everything is in the past. 

The second example is a mixed conditional. It is similar to the third conditional in that the first part 

refers to an (imaginary) past event but the difference is that the second part imagines a result in the 

present; how would this different past event affect you in the present? 

 Contractions are very popular in this construction, but be careful, 'd can refer to would and 

had. 

 It’s not important which clause comes first. 

 Other modal verbs can be used instead of ‘would’ (e.g. could have..., might have...) 

Should Have 

We use this construction to give "past advice". Obviously the idea of past advice is useless; it is 

impossible to change the past, but sometimes it is useful when things have gone wrong to imagine 

how it should have been done. 

Problem: We didn't know the prices 
when we were printing the menus. 

 We should have calculated the prices of the 
food earlier. 
 

  Subject + should have + past participle 
 

 You might see the double contraction shouldn't've! Although this is not recommended in 

formal writing. 

 Should have and the third conditional often go well together: You should have calculated the 

prices sooner because if we had known the correct prices, we could have printed the menus 

correctly.  

Exercise: Grammar Practice 

Imagine that the girls had lost the task. Who was to blame for the failure of their restaurant? What 

did they do that didn't go well? What could they have done differently? On a separate sheet of 

paper, write out a short role-play between some of the members of the girls' team in which they try 

to blame each other for the failure of the task. Remember to use the third conditional, should have 
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and some of the vocabulary from earlier in this worksheet. You may want to watch that part of the 

video again if your memory is not so good! 

 

 

(Back row: Lindi, Claire, Lucinda. Front row: Jennifer, Jenny, Helene, Sara) 

 

Vocabulary Help 

Need some extra vocabulary help? Use this to record all those difficult words! 

Nouns and Adjectives 

English Translation English Translation 

a bargain  a leaflet  

business acumen  margin  

a co-worker  a motivational talk  

discount prices  non-existent (adj.)  

feedback  a pep talk  

glossy (adj.)  pricing  

a glowing report  procrastination  

a hiccup  serving staff  

key (adj.)  wholesale  

 

Verbs 

English Translation English Translation 

to feign   to knock  

to halve  to moan  
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Phrasal Verbs 

English Translation English Translation 

to beaver away (at...)  to print (something) out  

to dress up (as..)  to pull (clients) in  

to drum up (business)  to put (an event) on  

to fall apart  to run out (of...)  

to lose out (on...)  to set (a business) up  

to negotiate down   to shut up  

to piss (someone) out     

 

Other Vocabulary 

English Translation English Translation 

a lack of leadership  to drive a hard bargain  

shut the fuck up! 

(offensive) 

 to hammer something 

home 

 

to be a dog's dinner  to have a wide appeal  

to be a shambles  to leave a lot to be 

desired 

 

to be gutted  to pluck something out 

of the air 

 

to be in two minds  to shift responsibility 

(onto..) 

 

to be up to your neck  to take a cut-price 

approach 

 

to crunch the numbers  to take charge (of...)  

to do something to no 

avail 

 to take something on 

board 

 

 


